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December 2018 & January 2019 

 In the Christian calendar, the four Sundays that immediately precede Christmas Day are 

the Sundays of the Advent season. Advent is a joyful time of the year in which we prepare our 

hearts for the celebration of Jesus Christ being conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the  

Virgin Mary. Each Sunday in the season represents one of the major aspects of the fruit of the 

Holy Spirit; the four aspects that are represented are Hope, Peace, Joy, & Love. This season 

prepares us for the birth of Jesus Christ in the same way that the season of Lent prepares us 

for the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. And as each candle of the Advent 

Wreath is lighted, the light becomes brighter as the season progresses; and this represents our 

journey towards Bethlehem in order to greet the Christ Child as He comes into the world. The 

season is also filled with decorations that remind us of the beauty and the goodness of Godôs 

creation. The pine tree reminds us of the everlasting nature of Godôs love. The holly and the ivy 

represent the unchanging nature of Godôs faithfulness. And the tree decorations are visual  

symbols of the truths of the Christian faith, from the Incarnation, to the Resurrection and the 

promised return of Christ to the earth. As a person who is a visual learner, these symbols speak 

vividly to me about the joy of being a Christian, and the hopeful assurance that our faith gives   

to us. 

 And yet, in our American culture, Advent and Christmas seems to be times that are filled 

with chaos, stress, over-booked schedules, parties, and all kinds of hustle and bustle. We try to 

cram every kind of activity in as little time as possible, all for the purpose of having the ñperfectò 

Christmas. And this can turn the most joyous season of the year into the most stressful and 

painful time imaginable. But it doesnôt have to be that way. Christmas is only about one thing; 

the birth of Jesus Christ, Who is God made flesh, totally human and totally divine. And He 

comes into our life in order to bring us all back to God the Father. May all of us keep this fact in 

our minds as we welcome Jesus Christ into our world and into our lives this Christmas. 

Faithfully yours, 

Mick 



Worshipé.Party 

Sunday December 16th will be a blended 

services, both traditional and contempo-

rary music, at 9:00a.m. followed by 

Brunch for the congregation.      

Childrenôs Activities during Brunch will        

include writing letters to Santa, making      

Reindeer food, selecting holiday tattoos, 

dressing up for photos in our nativity booth 

and visiting with      

Santa.  Plan to  join us 

for a fun morning.   

There will be no 11 

a.m. worship. 

 

Christmas Eve Service    

Please join us, December 24
th
 at 8 pm, for 

the church Christmas Eve Candlelight           
Communion Service. This service will mostly 
consist of music, including congregational 
singing, choir singing, and special music, as 
well as the reading 

of Scripture, a short 
devotional, the    
lighting of the Christ 
Candle, and the   
celebration of                    
Holy Communion.   

~~Jesus is the Reason for the Season. ~~  

Advent Readers 

The Advent Season is coming up, and 

the church will need Advent Readers for 

both services on December 9 & 23 and 

the 9 a.m.  worship December 16.  

 Let the church office 

know if you are willing to 

be a reader. All materials 

will be provided. 

 

 

Mission News  

The tags for the Mission Christmas families 
are on the tree in the Narthex. The gifts are 
due by Sunday, December 16th.  

Donations of food items such as canned 
fruits & vegetables, spaghetti sauce &    
noodles, peanut butter & jelly, cake mixes 
and other non-perishable food items as well 
as cash donations are also greatly            
appreciated.  
 

Thank you for always 
making Christmas    
special for Pike County  
families in need! 

 
Help us remove 
the Christmas 
decorations. 
 
Coffee, juice and 
donuts will be 
available. 

Church Office Closed  

The Church Office 

will be closed from 

December 25 through 

January 1 for the     

holidays. 

 

Office closed January 21 in observance of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  
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ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 2018 
 
On the afternoon of Sunday, December 9, 2018 at 3:45 pm we will be celebrating the start 
of the Christmas season with Advent by Candlelight. We would love to see you that evening 
either as a hostess or a guest. 
 
We are encourage everyone to sponsor a table for that evening. You may wish to decorate 
a card table for yourself and three others, or you may want to join forces with a friend to 
decorate a table to seat six, eight, ten or twelve people. If you are hesitant because you 
need decorations or table cloths, we will try our best to help find what you need. Several of 
us have table cloths to fit the various sized tables and we can make these available. 
 
The people listed below have already volunteered to decorate tables for that day. 
 
Alicia Dierker, Anissa Miller and Angie Greger, Carol White, Debbie Wood,  
Heather Hayden and Cindy Prentice, Karen Laflin, Lisa Welbourne,  
Mary Baker and Pam Wood, Robin Callender and Nancy Henderson, 
Sue and Jessica Grigsby, Tessa Bunn and Abby White  
 
If you do not feel you are able to provide a table and you 
would like to join us that evening, we encourage you to 
call any of these ladies to see if they have seating         
available at their table. 
 
Come enjoy an uplifting evening of entertainment and    
fellowship with us. 
 
If you have questions call the church office                  
217-285-9613. 
 

All Church Christmas Party  

 

SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 16 

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE ð 9a 

Brunch to follow in Orr Hall 

Childrenôs Activities  

NO 11a WORSHIP SERVICE 



New Members  

 

We welcome Mike and Sandy Davies to the 
membership of our congregation.  They  
have transferred their membership from    
Bluffs United     
Methodist Church.  
Please extend to 
them a warm Pike 
County welcome.   

 

United Methodist Women  

 
Advent by Candlelight  
 Sunday, December 9  3:45p.m. Orr Hall. 
  
 

Rug Makers 
 will start working on rugs again           
 January 8 at 8:30a on the lower level. 
 
 
 

Rebekah 2.0 Fellowship 
 will meet Thursday, January 17 at  
 6:00p  in Orr Hall. 
 
 

The No Fuss Book Club  
 will meet Monday, January 21  
 at 1:30 p.m. in the  
        Media Center. 
 
 
 

Madonna Fellowship  
 Tuesday, Jan. 22 at 
 9:30a.m. at the home        
 of Karen Laflin. 
 
 

 

Committee Meetings  

 
Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee 
 Thursday, January 10 at 5:30p.m. in       
 Samaritan Room.  
 
 

Administrative Council 
 Tuesday, January 15 at       
           6:00p.m. in Orr Hall.  
 
 

Board of Trustees 
 Thursday, January 17 at 
 5:30p in the 
 Hillerbranner Room. 
 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

 If you would like to purchase a Poinsettia 

through the church to decorate our sanctuary for 

Christmas the cost is $10.00.  Please feel free to 

take your plant home with you, after the       

Christmas Eve service to enjoy for the holidaysΦ 

 

To place an order return the bottom of this form 

to the church or call the church office 285-9613 

on or before December 13.)   Fill in the form 

below, how it is to appear in the bulletin. 

 

In Honor or in Loving Memory of (circle one) 

  

______________________________       ________ 

 

____                     ______________________        _       

       

                                                           __                  _       

 

_____                                                                       _            

 

From 

 

________________________________     ______ 

 

__________________________________        __ 

 

_____________                      _________          __   

          

Number of Poinsettias ordered _____________    

 

Amount enclosed _______________ 

 

Paid by check or cash  (circle one)   
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Celebrate the Baptism of Jesus Christ  

 

 We will host Bishop Frank Beard on Sunday, January 13 at 4pm for a community service of 
baptism.  That Sunday is the celebration for the Baptism of Jesus Christ.  It is a great opportunity  
to invite friends and family to worship.  If you havenôt heard Bishop Beard preach, it is a joy to         
experience!  Margo & Scott Rager of Bloomington will lead worship music and Rev. Mike Rayson,  
a renowned evangelist, musician and composer will perform special pieces during the service. 

 

Our community will also rejoice with the Carnes family.  Revs. Scott & Carolyn Carnes, as a clergy 
couple, wanted to come back to Scottôs home church for the baptism of their son.  During this     
afternoon service, Bishop Beard will share in the baptism of Henry Lawrence, as we remember    
the baptism of Christ. 

 

 

 

Offering Envelopes Available  

  The 2019 offering envelopes are now available.  They are at the 

back of the sanctuary.  Call the church office if you want a box and are 

not able to get to church.  Those who currently use offering envelopes 

and already have a number, your name is on your box of envelopes.  

Those who want to pick up a box this year and do not have a current number, there is a sheet of 

paper with the available numbers, write your name by the number that matches the envelopes 

you are taking.  Thank you!    

 

Wishing you and your family  

 

     a Blessed Christmas  

and Happy New Year!  
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Thank you  

To the ladies of the church who helped prepare 

and serve the luncheon after Carlôs funeral on   

November 2, a Huge Thank You!  It was delicious 

and greatly appreciated.  The Carl Riley Family 

 

Thank you to the church for the purple and gray 

Prayer Shawl.  I am really enjoying it here at the 

Griggsville Estates.  Helen Wright 

 

We would like to thank every-

one who contributed to the 

success of the U.M.W. Turkey 

Dinner.  This feat could not be 

accomplished without each 

and everyone of you.              

It was a huge success.  Thanks!   Joan & Crew 

 

 

Worship and Stewardship 
 
November 4 
 Total Worship Attendance        131
 Sunday School           27             
 Current Expense Fund   $  6,182.33 
 Building Fund        $     429.00 
  
  

November 11 
 Total Worship Attendance       111 
 Sunday School          25       
 Current Expense Fund $  3,366.25 
 Building Fund      $     162.00 
 Roof Fund                     $     500.00            
 
  

November 18 
 Total Worship Attendance       113         
 Sunday School          13 
 Current Expense Fund $  4,621.15       
 Building Fund      $       85.00 
 Roof Fund                     $  2,000.00  
 
  

November 25 
 Total Worship Attendance       114         
 Sunday School          14   
 Current Expense Fund $  3,319.00  
 Building Fund      $     144.00 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Aaron Dell, Anna Mae Dean, Arnold Claxton 
Becky, Bill Thomas, Callie, Carol Seybold, 
Carroll Cox, Daughter- Elizabeth, Dave 
Sorenson, Dylan Corn, Ethel, Gavin M.,      
Geneva W., Ginger, Greg Smithers, Gregg B., 
Harry & Helen Wright, Hittner Family, Jan 
Carlton, Jane J., Jeff Groom, Joe Butler, John, 
Joshua Rumple,  Kyla, Laura Judy, Mark, 
Mary Jane Logan, Michelle, Nancy Bradbury, 
Owen Walker, Randy Lowe, Richard M, Ryan 
Kelley, Sandy Henry, Sarah D., Stan, Steve 
Davis, Sue,  Teresa, Tom, Tyler, Our Church, 
For Caregivers, Those in Need, Those who 
mourn, Those recovering, Our Nation, Our 
world, and those seeking work, Victims of 
fires, and Our leaders.  

FOR ALL THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY. 

SYMPATHIES  

Sympathies are extended to families & friends 

who have lost loved ones.  Please keep the 

family of Don Smith. 

 

Do You Need Prayer For  

Yourself or   

a loved one?  

 

 

 

Call or e -mail  

Prayer request to the church  

so they may be added  

to the prayer list.  

 

Menôs Prayer Group  

Tuesday mornings  

7a.m. in Orr Hall.                
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02- Nevin Grigsby   
 Carroll and Sue Cox 
04-Brian Carnes, Jenille Reese, C.J. Ingersoll  
05-Jaden Lerch 
06-Bonnie Bruce, Angela Burbridge, Kay      
 Hanlin 
07-Joe Miller 
08-Anita Wright, Nolan Engstrom 
09-Kendra Woods, Michelle Rush 
10-Julianna Fray, Ashlan Riess, Tricia Carnes 
11ï Willow Krumwiede, Claire Filbert 
13-Brenton Dean, Brenda Rinehart,  
      Scott Burbridge 
14-Cole Hayden, Tamara Laflin 
15-Heather Hayden 
16-Karen Fudge 
17-Barbara Reinhardt, Gabi Fish  
 Gary & Judy Walker 
18-Caroll Kendall 
19-Robin Callender, Mary Hass, Addy Laflin 
20-Jackie Barker   
 Wally & Joan Groom 
21-Terri Wombles, Natalie Hoover 
23-David Riley, Alicia Dierker, Brandon      
 Markert, Emma Lerch, Racelyn Smith 
25ï Benjamin DeSpain 
26-Curtis Cooley 
27-Barbara Bartlett, Mike Rumple 
28-Austin Ator, Gina Bartlett, Logan Laflin 
30-Connie Allen, Morgan Frieden,  
      Nicole Cooley 
31-Jeff Groom 

  
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Articles  

The deadline for articles for the February news-

letter will be January 20th.   Please mail or stop 

by the church office with your 

articles or e-mail them to us at:                

office@pittsfieldumc.org 

01-Bev Goewey, Hannah Smith 
02-Scarlett Schlabs, Rhonda Vinyard 
03-Lori Whitlock, Emily Thiele, Dylan Guthrie 
05-Eric Miller, Megan Reinhardt 
06-Sandi Carnes, Joey Feenstra 
07-Aaron Dell    
08-Bailey Henderson, Dorothy Newman, 
   Shaun Tarran 
09-Amy Dean, Jane Bradshaw, Tyler Tate,  
 Laura Hass Tooke   
11ï Caylin Dean 
12-Josh Dean 
13-Jason Rinehart, Tristan Morrow 
14-Pal Hass, Carol Seybold, Emily Forgy,  
 Samantha Roberson  
15-JoAnn Barton, Anissa Miller,                   
 Stacy Roseberry 
16-Carol Bradshaw, Brad Goewey,   
 Kent Harter, Leo Dunham 
19-Kristin Andress, and Jim Riley 
20-Stephanie Dell, Kennedy Kattelman,  
           Wanda Palmer 
21-  Bryan & Jennifer Smith 
23-Scott Seybold, Elaine Smith, and  
          Jolson Stendback 
 Jack & Carol White 
25-Marilyn Riley, Natalie Roseberry,                   
 Tom & Sue Dell 
26- Sue Grigsby, Grig Grigsby 
 Jim & Linda Carnes 
27- Robert Wood, Ruth Adams, and  
 Daniel Dunham  
28-Martha Niebur, Jamie Gerard,                  
 Ella Caughlan 
31ï Jane Mudd 
 
 

January  Birthdays and  

Anniversaries  

December Birthdays and  

Anniversaries  

NOTICE FOR 2018 TAXES 

If you claim our church contributions as an 

Income tax deduction, to 

qualify for a deduction all 

money must be received in 

the office on or before     

Sunday, December 30. 



December 
LAY LEADER SCHEDULE 
9:00 Oõclock Worship Service 

 

December 2 
Acolytes:  Marley Hoover and Jane Bradshaw   
Greeter:  Jamie Thompson 
Lay Reader: Shirley Dean 
Ushers:  Roger Baughman and Phil Rhoades 
Communion Servers: Joe & Alicia Dierker 
   Roger & Joan Baughman 
 

December 9 
Acolytes:  Payton & Madison Frieden  
Greeter:  Gale & Janet Boren 
Lay Reader: Sue Grigsby 
Ushers:  Harley Whitlock and Jack Fry 
Communion Servers: Bob & Ruth Adams 
   Monica Geiselman 
 
 
 
 

December 16 
Acolytes: Ethan Thompson  & Lily Williams 
Greeter:  Betty Shive 
Lay Reader: David Gay 
Ushers:  Joe Dierker and Phil Rhoades 
Communion Servers: Harley Whitlock, Jerry 
   Grimes, Greg Rhoades 
 

December 23 
Acolytes: Noah and Emma Gay 
Greeter:   Barb Reinhardt 
Lay Reader: Kay Dunham  
Ushers:  Bob Capps and Jack Fry 
Communion Servers:  David & Amy Gay Family 
 
 

December 30 
Acolytes:  Alexis & Alyvia Groom 
Greeter:  David & Amy Gay 
Lay Reader:  Duska Shaw  
Ushers: Phil Rhoades and Jack Fry  
Communion Servers:  Tara Bradshaw Family 
   and Karen Puckett 
 

11:00 Oõclock Worship Service 
 

December 2 
Acolyte: Sophie Gresham and Alexis Ator     
Greeter:  Jack & Sherry Brennecke                 
Lay Reader:  Jamie Kelley                             
Communion Servers:  Brenda Christianer and 
    Chandler Hayden  
 
 

December 9 
Acolytes:  Alexis Ator and Sophie Gresham 
Greeter:   Tom Smith 
Lay Reader:  Sara Gresham 
Communion Servers: Tom Smith, Brock Miller 
 
 

December 16   
       (No 11a Worship today) 
 

 

January 
LAY LEADER SCHEDULE 
9:00 Oõclock Worship Service 

 
January 6 
Acolytes:  Ethan Thompson  and Clayton Reinhardt 
Greeters: Joan Baughman 
Lay Reader:  Noue Filbert 
Ushers:  Roger Baughman and Phil Rhoades 
Communion Servers:  Gale & Janet Boren 
   Shirley Dean 
 January 13 
Acolytes:  Marley Hoover and Jane Bradshaw 
Greeter:   Agnes Peile 
Lay Reader:  Alicia Dierker 
Ushers:  Norris Richards and Jack Fry 
Communion Servers: Wanda Martin,  
   Jim & Bonnie Bruce 
January 20 
Acolytes:  Lily Williams and Noah Gay  
Greeter:  Patty Capps  
Lay Reader:  Mike Roseberry 
Ushers:  Harley Whitlock and Phil Rhoades 
Communion Servers:  Bob & Ruth Adams 
   Mike Roseberry 
January 27 
Acolytes:  Alexis and Alyvia Groom  
Greeter:  Hallie Fry 
Lay Reader:  Tara Bradshaw 
Ushers:  Joe Dierker and Jack Fry 
Communion Servers:  Monica Geiselman,  
  Wanda Martin and Greg Rhoades 
 
 

11:00 Oõclock Worship Service 
 
January 6 
Greeter:   Anissa Miller 
Lay Reader:  Anna Curless 
Communion Servers:  Mary Baker, Sandy Henry 
 

January 13 
Greeter:  Sandy Henry 
Lay Reader: Brian Curless 
Communion Servers:  Rod Prentice 
             Jack & Sherry Brennecke  

11:00 oôclock Lay Leader Schedule  (continued) 
 

December 23 
Acolytes:  Sophie Gresham 
Greeter:   Mary Baker 
Lay Reader:  Cindy Prentice 
Communion Servers: ?? 
 

December 30 
Acolytes:   
Greeter:   Jack & Sherry Brennecke 
Lay Reader:  Walker Filbert 
Communion Servers: The Gresham Family 



CHURCH CANCELLATION PLAN 

 We have all come to realize in the last few weeks that winter weather in Illinois 
can be very unpredictable, so I believe that it greatly benefits the Pittsfield United 
Methodist Church to have a plan in place in case inclement weather makes it risky 
and dangerous to hold church services. Consequently, in my position as the appoint-
ed pastor of the church, I am implementing the following plan in case of inclement 
weather being present during a planned worship service of the church. First of all, I 
myself will determine whether or not incoming weather presents a risk to those who 
would want to attend worship services. In most cases, the presence of such weather 
will be forecast at least 48 hours in advance, unless the inclement weather is due to 
a severe spring storm that cannot be so forecast.  So before heading out the door on 
a Sunday when the weather is bad, check to make sure there is going to be church.  
We will have it posted on  WBBA radio station (97.5 FM), WGEM TV channel #10, 
KHQA TV channel # 7 and Pittsfield United Methodist Church Facebook page.  
Hopefully, as inclement weather approaches us, the members of the church will keep 
themselves aware of the possibility of the cancellation of services.  
 
Your servant, 
 
Mick 

Advent Offering  
 

This year our Advent Offering will go to Pike County Unmet Needs. Pike County Unmet 
Needs is unique in that it pools both resources and the experience of community             
representatives from public agencies, institutions, churches, not-for-profit organizations, as 
well as individuals in a team effort to brainstorm reasonable solutions for individuals in    
crisis. 

 
As Christians, we are called to live Godôs word; seeking those in need, helping the poor 
and healing the sick. As United Methodists, we uphold our Wesleyan tradition of doing all 
the good we can, to all the people we can, in all the places we can.   
 
Please use the enclosed envelope or              
mark your offering, ñAdvent 2018.ò 
 

11 oôclock Lay Leader schedule (continued) 
 
January 20 
Greeter:   Karen Reese 
Lay Reader: Rod Prentice 
Communion Servers:  Brenda Christianer,  
   Chandler Hayden 
 

 
 
January 27 
Greeter:  Marjorie Poor 
Lay Reader:  Sara Gresham 
Communion Servers:  Tom Smith & Brock Miller 
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wŜǘǳǊƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ wŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ 

United Methodist Church  
222 N. Monroe Street 
Pittsfield, IL  62363 
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