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Bobby Pearce was an Olympic rower from Australia in the 1920s and 1930s. 
There werenôt many rowers better than him.  Going into the 1928 Olympics, 
there was a big rivalry going on between him and another renowned rower  
named Vincent Saurin from France.  It was the quarterfinal of the 2,000-
meter race, and Bobby and Vincent were going head to head.  
 
Halfway through the race, Bobby was winning — he was more than 30  
seconds ahead of Vincent. Suddenly, he heard the crowd frantically 

screaming and pointing at something in the water. He turned around to see a mama duck and her 
five ducklings crossing the lake. Bobby had the choice to run them down or sit and wait, and kiss 
his Olympic medal dreams goodbye. You know what he did?  He waited.  He leaned forward on 
his oars and waited in the middle of an Olympic race.   
 
Vincent made a different choice. When he saw Bobby at  a complete stop, he went through the 
ducks, blew past Bobby and took the lead.  But the race wasnôt over.  As soon as the ducks were 
out of his way, Bobby went back to work.  In the final half of the race, Bobby not only caught up to 
Vincent, he won the race a full 30 seconds ahead of him. Bobby went on to set several world 
records at that Olympics and even came home with the gold medal. Isnôt that incredible?  When 
we zoom out from that story, itôs so much more than  a great sports triumph.  Itôs a story about a 
guy who was willing to sacrifice something he treasured in order to make sure someone  (or, in 
this case, a family of ducks) was taken care of. He sacrificed something without ever knowing how 
it would turn out.  
 
World Communion Sunday is a great day to remember this story. The Olympic Games are 
always a time of world unity, and that is one of the things we celebrate today. Bobbyôs story 
reminds us that sacrificing something for someone who is often overlooked or ñblown pastò can  
lead to some incredible things — both for us and for those we help.  Today, a portion of every gift 
is given to international or national graduate and undergraduate students who, like the ducks of 
our story, are often not cared for. These students are often overlooked or ñblown pastò by others. 
Unlike Bobby, we know what the outcome will be. God promises us, over and over, that He takes 
care of and rewards the generous.  Luke 6:38 says this:  ñgive, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure 
you give will be the measure you get back.ò We donôt have to wonder whether weôll win our  
metaphorical ñrace.ò We know we will. Our gifts this World Communion Sunday will empower 
tomorrowôs leaders, and our gifts will also change us.  I encourage you to join thousands of other 
congregations in giving generously this World Communion Sunday, October 1, 2017. 
 
Copied from:  www.umcgiving.org/WCS 
 
Grace and Peace, Tom Wilber 
 



SUNDAY OCTOBER 29 ONE SERVICE at 9am 

  We will have ONE service at 9 am, NO 11 am service 

               Potluck at 10:15 am 

 

We will have a 5
th
 Sunday mission         

offering (we still need our regular offering 

to pay our bills) to go to UMCOR         

DISASTER RELIEF.  100% of this money 

goes to people in need from the recent disasters they have         

experienced and their ongoing needs. 

There will be a POTLUCK meal at 10:15am. Bring a dish to 

share & come for fellowship. Drinks & table service will be 

provided. YUM 
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WE need HELP to clean up the communion elements after 

the 11 a.m. service. The person currently doing this has 

asked to be replaced. This means cleaning up the commun-

ion elements from the table, washing out the chalices, bread 

trays & flagon (container of grape juice) and putting these 

items in the closet in the choir room.  It takes about 10 to 15 

minutes to complete the process. Please let Tricia or Tom 

know if you are willing to be on a rotating schedule for clean 

up.  Call the office at 285-9613 

 

 

Charge/Church Conference 

 

Saturday, October 14, 11a 

This is our churchõs annual meeting. The budget is approved, officers are 
elected and reports are received. The conference is chaired by our 
District Superintendent, Rev. Nicholas Showalter. 



       CANDY NEEDED FOR OUR  
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We will start collecting candy for the children & youthôs 

trunk on Sun Oct 1. A container will be at the back of the sanctuary. THANK YOU for 

your consideration of helping with our children & youth. We have lots of fun, see   

interesting ñcharactersò and have a great time as a community. Plan to have your 

own or a groups ñtrunkò for this event or just come enjoy the evening. Call the 

church office at 285-9613 to reserve a spot for your trunk.   
 

 

Community Trunk or Treat  

 
Pittsfield UMC will again sponsor the Community Trunk Or 
Treat Sunday, October 29 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. North side of the 
square in Pittsfield.  Contact church office  

285 - 9613 to reserve your spot.   



YOUTH GROUP UPDATE:  

     FALL IS HERE AND WE NEED YOUR OPINION!  
 

We hope that everyone is having a good back to school season and is   

enjoying the last little bit of warm weather before shorter days and chilly 

breezes start bringing us all indoors.  
 

We have spent a lot of the summer break thinking up fun activities for the youth group to focus on 

fellowship. We are excited and look forward to a fun year of crafts, games, cooking and we might 

even sneak in a bit of science or math.  
 

We have heard your feedback that Sunday night is not the time slot for a lot of people and under-

stand. As you may be aware, Abby has recently started a job at the Chaddock school in Quincy 

and now has a more regular work schedule.  
 

We have attached a very short survey. If parents of the youth of the church would please return the 

slip attached to the church office or text a picture to Doug at 217-370-8971 we would appreciate it. 

You can also respond via email to office@pittsfieldumc.org. Feel free to include copies of the slip 

for each sibling. We would like survey results by Halloween and hope to see everyone at Trunk or 

Treat this year!      Love and Thanks,   Doug & Abby  

Which youth group is your child a part of for 2017-2018? 

 

Junior (4th - 6th Grade)  ___  Senior (7th - 12th Grade)  ___ 

 
What nights is your kid available for regular youth group?  

Monday     ___   Friday         ___ 

Tuesday      ___   Saturday   ___ 

Wednesday         ___   Sunday   ___ 

Thursday             ___ 

 
In order, what of those nights are your preference? (1 for first choice, 2 for second, etc.)  

Monday     ___   Friday         ___ 

Tuesday      ___   Saturday   ___ 

Wednesday          ___   Sunday   ___ 

Thursday             ___ 

 
What time would you prefer for us to meet on your first choice? Second choice? (1 for first, etc.) 

3:00 PM (weekend only)  ___   6:00 PM    ___ 

4:00 PM (weekend only   ___   7:00 PM    ___ 

5:00 PM    ___   8:00 PM    ___ 

 

Please feel free to include any other comments or ideas, we would love to hear your feedback! If 

you would like to identify yourself so that we can contact you and get a consensus on days and 

times, that also would be awesome!  

 

mailto:office@pittsfieldumc.org


 

 

All Saints Sunday 
  

Remembering those who have died 
  

November 7, 2016— November 5, 2017 
  
  
Name____________________________________________             _____ 
  
   
Birth Date: _            __________________ 
   
  
Died: _________________              _____ 
   
            
Will someone be here to light a candle?  _______________________________ 
   
  
Which service: 9a     11a     Both 
  
  
Name of candle lighter:  ___________________          ____________________ 

All Saints Sunday 

  

 November 5, 2017 

  

On All Saints Sunday there will be Holy   

Communion with Anointing at both worship 

services. We will also read the names and 

light a candle for member of our church and 

family member who has died since last All 

Saints Sunday. We invite family members to 

participate by lighting a candle in memory of 

their loved one. 

  

Please give the church office the name of 

your loved one with birth and death dates 

and if someone will be present to light the 

candle. 



Donations Welcome 

Dear Ladies, 
 
As most you know, last year Rebekah Fellowship sold craft items on the square at 
the Pike County Color Drive.  We were pleased to be able to donate our proceeds 
to the Orr Hall Renovation Fund. 
 
Our tent was such a success we decided to work on many different craft projects 
through out this year.  We will be renting a space at the Picket Fence for the 
months of October, November and December.  Again this year all of our proceeds 
will be donated to the Orr Hall project. 
 
Here is a list of what we have so far....... 
 
Rebekah's hand made Christmas ornaments from past years, Autumn and 
Christmas clothes pin wreaths, mini chore boy pumpkins, recycled shirt aprons, 
microwave cozies, Ugly Sweater Christmas cards, glass jar gift tags, spice jar mini 
gift tags, glass bead magnet sets, clothes pin magnets, scrabble tile ornaments, 
wool dryer balls and paper spindle trees. 
 
We would like your help. 
 
Do you knit, crochet or make handmade crafts items that you would be willing to 
donate?    
 
Do you have antique or vintage items that would be appropriate to sell in our 
booth? 
 
Do you have gently used Christmas decorations that could be displayed for sale in 
our booth?   
 
If you would be willing to make a donation please call 
Carol White at 217-370-6185 or Alicia Dierker 217-248-0001 

No Fuss Book Club 
 Monday, October 16 at 1:30 p.m. in 
 Media Center. 
 
UMW Board Meeting  
 Tuesday, October 17 at 5:00p.m.  
 in Orr Hall. 
 

Madonna Fellowship  
 Tuesday, October 24 at 9:30a.m. in  
 the Hillerbranner Room.                             
 
Rebekah 2.0 Fellowship 
 Wednesday, October 25 at 6:30p.m. 
 In Orr Hall. 
 

United Methodist Women Meetings  



LAY LEADER SCHEDULE 

9:00 Oôclock Worship Service 
 

October 1 
Acolytes:   
Greeter:  Gale & Janet Boren 
Lay Reader:  Edwina Wilber 
Ushers:  Harley Whitlock & Jack Fry 
Communion Servers:  Wanda Martin,   
    Greg Rhoades and Jim & Bonnie Bruce  
 

October 8 
Acolytes:  Alexis & Alyvia Groom 
Greeter:  Betty Shive  
Lay Reader:  Noue Filbert  
Ushers:  Joe Dierker and Jack Fry 
Communion Servers:  The Thompson Family 
 

October 15 
Acolytes:  Marley Hoover and Emma Gay 
Greeter:  Barb Reinhardt  
Lay Reader:  Alicia Dierker 
Ushers:  Bob Capps and Phil Rhoades 
Communion Servers:  Joe & Alicia Dierker and 
            Roger & Joan Baughman 
 

October 22 
Acolytes:  Jacob & Jane Bradshaw 
Greeter:   Agnes Peile 
Lay Reader:  Mike Roseberry  
Ushers:  Norris Richards and Phil Rhoades 
Communion Servers:  Bob & Ruth Adams, 
 Mike Roseberry and Monica Geiselman 
 

October 29 
Acolytes:   
Greeter:   David & Amy Gay 
Lay Reader:  Tara Bradshaw 
Ushers:  Phil Rhoades and Jack Fry 
Communion Servers:  Sue Grigsby, Harley 
 Whitlock, Jerry Grimes, Greg Rhoades 
 
 

11:00 Oôclock Worship Service 
 

October 1 
Greeter:  Jack & Sherry Brennecke 
Lay Reader:  Edwina Wilber 
Communion Servers:  Mary Baker, Sandy Henry,  
    

October 8 
Greeter:  Tom Smith 
Lay Reader:  Cindy Prentice 
Communion Servers:  Jack & Sherry Brennecke 
   and Rod Prentice  

 

October  15   
Acolytes:  Alexis Ator and Sophie Gresham   
Greeter:   
Lay Reader:  Brian Curless  
Communion Servers: Brenda Christianer,  
              Chandler Hayden  
  
 

October Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 

01-Jill Richards, Sarah Turnbull 
02-John Paxton, Owen Walker, Sue Dell 
     Jack Roberson,  
      Bruce & Robin Callender 
03-Gary Wilder, Brenda Tate, Ellen Hoots 
04-Sara Kendall Thompson, Cade Hayden,  
 Brian & Susan Cooley 
05-Ryan Kelley, Jamye Newell    
06-Keith Martin, Sandy Marino  
07-Richard Miller 
 Craig & Lisa Rush 
08-Earl Hayden, Rod Prentice, David Chris-
tianer            
 Stan & Monica Geiselman,  
 Craig & Kim Ator 
09-Bertha Seybold 
10-Lori Hurt, Leslie Ivers, Chas. Ingersoll,  
            Stacy Duke 
11– Barbara Borrowman,   
 John & Kerry Kvorka 
12-Sara Gresham, Kim Groom, Shelba Smith,  
        Curt Cummings 
13-Brian Curless, Rob Slayden, John Wright,   
14-Bob Capps, Brooke Alf,  Megan Walker 
15-Robert Gresham, Dan Haynes 
      Kevin & Bev Goewey 
      Curt & Kelli DeSpain 
16-Harry Wright  
17-Carol White, Diane Edmonds,                      
       Olin McConnell 

18-Dana Ferguson 
20-Gary Williams 
21-Tina DeJaynes 
22- Megan Prentice Schlabs 
      Gale & Janet Boren 
23-Lawrence Smith 
24-Greg Webster 
 Paul & Megan Schlabs 
25-Wanda Martin 
        Gary & Sharon Williams,  
        David & Brenda Tate 
26-Jeff McCartney, Evelyn Baughman 
27-Brian Dell, Cathy McDaniel, Jon Frieden,  
            Melanie Geisendorfer, John South 
28-Tom Reinhardt, Don Leithoff 
 29-  Tom and Ferol Hillebrenner 
30-Jayme Crowder 
31-Helen Wright,  Suzanne Filbert, 
     Dan & Brooke Haynes 



PRAYER CONCERNS 

Aaron Dell, Barb Guthrie, Bob Adams, Bonnie, 
Brian, Bryar Christianer, Carroll & Susan Cox, 
Carter, Chad, Collette, Courtney, Crystal Pate,   
Debbie/Carl, Donnie, Dora, Ed, Elizabeth, 
Elmer, Emily, Eric, Fred Kern, Glenn Meyer, 
Gordon, Harry Wright, Jack Kirk, Jeanne, Jill, 
Jim, J.R. Kendall, Julie, June, Karen L., Karen 
DeLong, Kaylee, Karilynn & Kevin, Ken 
Bradbury, Kevin & family,  Kim, Kristine B., 
Kristen Constable, Kurt, Lamont, 
Lucille, Marjorie Poor, Mark, Melissa, 
Michelle & family, Owen Walker,  
Roberta, Rhonda, Ruby, Sarah D., 
Steve Smith, Terry Stinebaker, Tim, 
Tom, Wanda Snyder, Wava, Wayne, 
Hurricane & earthquake victims. Flood 
Victims, For Caregivers, Those in Need, Those 
travelling, Those who mourn, Those with health 
issues, Police, Victims-Terrorism, Our Nation 
and world, and Those seeking work, Our 
leaders.  

FOR ALL THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY. 
 
SYMPATHIES  
Sympathies are extended to the families of:   
Wilma Fry, Cindy Hannant, Donna Manker, 
Rokita Shelton, Angie Taylor and Evalyn 
Worthington. 

Lay Leader Schedule (continued) 
 
October 22 
Greeter:  Mary Baker 
Lay Reader:  Walker Filbert  
Communion Servers:  Tom Smith & Brock Miller 
 
 

October 29 
Greeter:  Mary Ruth Kendall 
Lay Reader:  Anna Curless 
Communion Servers:  The Curless Family 

 

Worship and Stewardship 

September 3 
 Total Worship Attendance                90 
 Sunday School        14             
 Current Expense Fund $   3,820.00 
 Building Fund  $      117.50 
  Capital Campaign HVAC    $      235.00 
 UMCOR    $     240.00 
 

September 10 
 Total Worship Attendance     103 
 Sunday School          8        
 Current Expense Fund  $   3,660.38 
 Building Fund   $      202.50 
 Capital Campaign HVAC     $      216.00   
 UMCOR      $  1,233.00  
 

September 17 
 Total Worship Attendance               115       
 Sunday School           10 
 Current Expense Fund         $  3,739.00       
 Building Fund    $       65.00
 Capital Campaign HVAC      $     202.00 
  

September 24 
 Total Worship Attendance     101              
 Sunday School             8 
 Current Expense Fund         $  2,521.54 
 Building Fund              $       12.50 
 Capital Campaign HVAC      $     207.00    
 

 
St. Maryõs Annual Turkey  

Dinner 
Sunday, October 8 
11:00a.m.-1:30p.m. 

Prices for dine-in or drive-thru: 
Adults $11 

Children 3-10 years  $5.00 
Children under 3 years FREE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sundays 10a 

     Pre- schoolñ5th grade 

     6th gradeñ12th grade 

     Adult 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95096149


Committee Meetings  
 

Nominating Committee 
 Monday, October 2 at 6:30p.m. in the 
 Hillerbranner Room. 
 

Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee– 
 Will NOT meet in October. Next meeting 
 will be November 9 at 5:30p.m.  
 

Board of Trustees 
 Tuesday, October 17 at  5:30p.m. in the  
 Hillerbranner Room. 
 

Education Committee 
 Wednesday, October 18  6:30p.m. in  
 Orr Hall. 
 

Finance Committee 
 Monday, October 30 at 6:30p.m. in    
 Hillerbranner Room. 

Save the Date  
Thanksgiving Dinner 

November 16 
  

Monday, November 13 
Wednesday, November 15 
Thursday, November 16 
 
Come any or all days to 
help with the Pittsfield 
UMC Thanksgiving 
Dinner on Thursday, 
November 16.    
We appreciate all  
your help. 

 

Newsletter Articles  

The deadline for articles for the 

November newsletter will be October 

20th.  Please mail or stop by the church 

office with your articles or 

e-mail them to us at:  

office@pittsfieldumc.org 

Mission News 

We will collect items for the shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child from now through 
the middle of November. The packing party will be Sunday, November 12th at 5 P.M. 
sponsored by the youth groups. The congregation is invited.  Pizza will be served. 

 

The fourth annual Shoebox Run will be held on Saturday,    
November 4th. We are sponsoring this with the Pittsfield     
Nazarene Church. Proceeds will go toward mailing the       
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. More volunteers   
are still needed to help with this. Call the office or Sue Grigsby 
if you are interested in helping.  Registration forms are on the 
Shoebox table at the back  of the sanctuary. 

 

Because of the recent hurricanes and flooding, we will continue 
to collect items for cleaning buckets for Midwest Distribution.  

NEW BIRTH 

A son, Bryar Kenton, was born August 21 to  

Nathan & Kyndle Christianer.  He weighed 6 

lb. 5 oz.  Grandparents are:                      

Brenda & David Christianer, 

Karen & Kevin Willis and 

Rick & Marteena 

Puterbaugh.  He has an   

older brother, Bentli. 
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Our last Loaves & Fishes meal will be Sat., Dec 16. Our next two meals will be Oct 

21 (Color Drive) & Nov 18 (Sat. after Turkey Dinner). This change is due to Edwina 

moving with Tom in June. We, as a group, decided at the Sept. meal to end in Dec. 

We will need some extra help for the next 3 meals. Thank you,   Edwina & Sue G 

 

In appreciation & gratitude . . . It has been my pleasure & honor to serve these 

meals to our community. I canôt express enough my gratefulness for everyoneôs 

support, help, donations, prayers, laughter & sharing a few stressed moments when 

we ran out of food and always had enough to serve everyone or just showed up to 

help when we really needed extra help. THANK YOU   Grace & Peace, Edwina 

PIKELAND SNACK PACK  

Starting in January 2018 we will ask for your generous donations of 

food & money given to Loaves & Fishes to be redirected to the PIKE-

LAND SNACK PACK that feeds children in our community who 

need food to get through the weekend. The children take home food 

every Friday during the school year. Pikeland Snack Pack started 

with 25 children last year & serves 48 children this year in both 

South & PCS schools . Pikeland Snack Pack hopes to expand the 

number of children served next year. Thank you for your support to this important   

outreach. Edwina 
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